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How to Naturally Landscape and
Please Your Neighbors and Village
Officials—All at the Same Time
Thursday, September 20, 2012
Location:
		
Time:		

Burpee Museum of Natural History
737 N. Main St., Rockford IL
7:00 pm

One person’s weed is another’s wildflower. That difference in perception has led
to “weed wars” as natural landscapers strive to convince others to go natural and
go native. Far too often, efforts to create a more natural landscape have met with
resistance resulting from ignorance or misinformation. The weapon most often used
to try to bring natural landscapers into conformity with the American lawn ethic is the
local weed ordinance. What are weed ordinances and why are they applied to natural
landscapes? In a suburban culture in which a lush carpet of green grass is the norm,
ambiguous weed laws have been used by neighbors and village officials to prosecute
those who choose to “grow” versus those who argue that all in the town must “mow.”
A big difference exists, however, between a yard full of noxious, invasive weeds and an
intentionally planted natural landscape. Weed laws are generally “complaint-driven”
statutes. That is, someone must file a complaint to activate them… nearly all weed
ordinance prosecutions are rooted in neighbor-to-neighbor disputes that often are
initially unrelated to natural landscaping. The first step is to educate yourself so you
can tell your neighbor the difference between monarda and chickory. Remember that
although you have a right to your purple coneflowers and little bluestem grass, your
neighbor has the right to a clipped lawn, plastic pink flamingoes, and tidy rows of color
spots. Yard by yard, the face of suburbia is changing. Even neighbors who choose to
have traditional lawns accept what we are doing. They appreciate and respect what we
are doing and understand why we’re doing it. That’s what being neighborly is all about.
Bret Rappaport is an Adjunct English Professor at Dominican University and a partner
with the Chicago law firm of Hardt Stern & Kayne. He is nationally recognized for his
knowledge of and commitment to the preservation of our natural heritage by educating
about and advocating for native landscapes, wildflowers and prairies.

MEMBER ORGANIZATION

Articles for the Octo ber 2012
newsletter, must be submitted
to the Newsletter Editor, at:
dkcamps@aol.com by
September 23, 2012.

Come at 6:30 p.m. to socialize before the 7:00 meeting, browse the merchandise
tables, or check out the library and Wild Ones information booths.
This program is free and open to the public. For more information, please contact
Terry Mohaupt at 815-399-8432 or e-mail mohaupt@comcast.net

Page 2

Volume 14, Issue 9

Message from the President

Constance McCarthy

Eager for the BioBlitz
I’m really looking forward to
attending this year’s BioBlitz on
Saturday, September 15 (all the
details are found in an article
included in this issue of the
newsletter). I’m on the planning
committee and it is exciting to see
the line-up of scientists – and even
artists – who are lining up to lead
participants in an inventory of the
creatures that call the Kinnikinnick Fields home.
The land that will be home to the BioBlitz is part of
Angelic Organics Learning Center in northern Boone

County. I’ve hiked around the parcel in the past, and it
is really a beautiful place. What’s not to love about a bur
oak savanna and an incredibly clean creek? Whether
you’ve attended past BioBlitzes (at Page Park and Byron
Forest Preserve), or are only just now learning what a
BioBlitz involves, I’d encourage you to attend. Not only
will this be a great chance to learn from professional
scientists who will be leading hikes and inventories, but
I’m pretty confident that it will be just plain fun!
With the worst of the summer heat (hopefully) behind
us, here’s hoping that the fall will bring relief for us
humans and for our landscapes. Less heat and more rain,
anyone?

Need Plants?
Fall is a fine time to plant natives. If you need
plants, consider supporting our chapter’s business members.
Pizzo Native Plant Nursery in Leland, Illinois
can be reached at (815) 495.2300, x. 102.
Taylor Creek Nursery in Brodhead, Wisconsin is open this fall. You can check with Bekka
Seelbach at (608) 897.8641, x. 33 for plant
availability.
Red Buffalo Nursery was open the first two
weekends in September, but you can still contact them at (815) 648.4838.

Membership Update

August Wild Ones meeting
photo by John Peterson

Marilyn Heneghan, Membership Chair

175 memberships on September 1, 2012
Welcome New Members
Irv & Mary Wolf

Special Thanks to Recent
Rock River Valley Chapter Donators
(any amount about the $37 basic dues)

John & Cathy Schafman
64 attended the August program
A special thank you to greeters Kirby Doyle and Lisa Johnson.

Note: It is preferred that renewal donations be
sent directly to the Chapter’s Membership
Chair, Marilyn Heneghan, rather than to the
national office. Processing goes quicker this way for
the chapter. Your expiration date is on your newsletter
and your Journal address label. Thank you.

“NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES”
Please notify Marilyn Heneghan at
informationoptions@att.net if you
change your email address.

Dues payments can be sent either directly to the National Office or to the Chapter Membership Chair, Marilyn Heneghan. Forty percent of the dues paid, regardless of the amount,
are shared with Rock River Valley Chapter. Members wishing to make donations specifically for the local chapter, should make a separate payment or so note on their membership application
under “Chapter Contribution” and mail to the Chapter Membership Chair. Dues payments, regardless of amount, are considered a donation and are tax deductible.
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Constance McCarthy

BioBlitz 2012 at Angelic Organics
Learning Center
A community celebration of biodiversity will be held on
Saturday, September 15 at Angelic Organics Learning
Center, 1547 Rockton Road, Caledonia, Illinois, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Citizen scientists of all ages will be teaming up with
professional biologists to study and document trees;
plants; birds; mammals; insects; reptiles; fish and
other aquatic life; and fungi on the 70 acres known as
Kinnikinnick Fields, which was recently acquired by
Angelic Organics Learning Center. The spring-fed, highquality Kinnikinnick Creek runs through the 70 acres
and is one of the cleanest waterways in Illinois. The land
is also home to a beautiful bur oak savanna remnant, as
well as cherry, white elm, shagbark hickory, basswood,
black oak, and red oak trees.
Children and adults will use nets, binoculars,
microscopes, field guides, and specimen bags to search
for, identify, and tally the number of species, and to
ultimately create a total species tally for the closing
ceremony at 3:00 p.m.
This BioBlitz will be a community event that is part
festival, part scientific endeavor, and part outdoor
classroom. It is a race against time, with the goal of

measuring the diversity of life to be found in the defined
area of Kinnikinnick Fields. The information gathered
will be used in planning restoration efforts, and as a
baseline to judge the effectiveness of those efforts as time
goes by.
The BioBlitz will offer one-hour programs throughout
the day, including naturalist programs and hikes, a
photography program and hike, an artists’ hike (for those
interested in sketching or otherwise capturing nature in
a creative way), as well as hikes with scientists on topics
including birding, plant identification, stream sampling,
and invertebrates. There will also be creative activities
for kids throughout the day.
The event coincides with the annual fall shareholder
open house at Angelic Organics farm, a biodynamic farm
that is one of the largest CSA (community supported
agriculture) farms in the country. The open house will
feature farm tours, hayrides, and pumpkin picking.
The BioBlitz will close with a dedication of the land and
closing ceremony at 3 p.m. You can view the full schedule
and register at www.LearnGrowConnect.org. Advance
registration is recommended, but not required.
This event is hosted in partnership with Four Rivers
Environmental Coalition (FREC), Angelic Organics
Learning Center, and Angelic Organics farm.

Merchandise Must Haves…
Submitted by Shey Lowman,
Merchandise Coordinator
slowman@niu.edu

New Lower Price!
Due to the generousity of the
Greater DuPage Chapter we
were able to bulk purchase
Bringing Nature Home by
Douglas Tallamy. Save $3 off
the retail price. $15.00

At last, a new Wild Ones T-shirt design! This butterfly and
forbs t-shirt was designed for the recent Membership
Conference and is available in limited quantities. Get yours
while they last! Sizes S-XL. $18.00
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August Meeting Recap

Cathy Schafman

Native Shrubs for your Landscape
John Gishnock III, ecological designer and owner
of Formecology LLC, was our speaker. He is very
experienced and committed to native landscaping.
He knew our group would already be inspired to use
native plants. A shrub is distinguished from a tree by
its multiple stems and shorter height, usually under
15 - 20 ft. Natives are straight species whereas cultivars
are an assemblage of plants that have been selected for
a particular character
or combination of
characters , such as color
or size, and are man
cultivated.

Security - Thorny and/or dense shrubs, such as
Hawthorns, can be put against a house for protection.
Food production - Elderberries, chokeberries, service
berries, and plums all grow on native shrubs.
The following are aesthetic uses of native shrubs:
Native shrubs can provide enclosures, backdrops,
framing, and layering. A flowering shrub can be used
for a focal point or accenting. Harsh corners or blank
walls can be softened by the use of native shrubs. If you
use reoccurring species
of native shrubs in you
plan, rhythm, unity and
diversity can be gained.
Several planning
suggestions were given.
Try to avoid having one of
each type of shrub. Start
by making a site inventory
and analysis. Make a scale
drawing of your area.
Develop a program and
set your goals. Things to
consider:

The four “E’s” of
native shrubs are as
follows:
• Aesthetic benefits Provides year round
color and texture.
• Environmental
benefits - Less
chemicals and water
means a healthier
planet plus shrubs
provide habitat for
animal life.
• Economic benefits Limited maintenance
• Educational benefits
- Learn about your
natural history.

Some shrub species
are better suited as
accents, while others
lend themselves to mass
plantings.
Consider using most
shrubs on your property
photo by John Peterson
as masses of several or
more individual plants, and use only a few species as
individual accents.

Guy Smith and John Gishnock

Mr. Gishnock next discussed native shrubs and the
designed landscape. These shrubs can be planted in
woodland and edge environments. The plant fitness
should be determined before the aesthetics of the plant
is considered. The right plant needs to be chosen for the
right spot. The soil type and the sun/shade conditions
need to be determined. What is the moisture and
drainage? Do road salt and snow plowing affect the area?
Always realize that there will be some animal damage.
There are several uses for native shrubs in the
designed landscape. These are functional uses:
Screening - In urban areas, many hard surfaces are
present. If privacy is wanted, it can be gained by using
taller native shrubs, and also the hard surfaces will be
softened.
Directional - Corridors can be created and views,
circulation, and wind patterns are created by the
placement of native bushes.

Diversity is important to reduce potential for insect and
disease.
You need order and balance in your plan. Edges,
symmetry and fitting in with the neighbors are important.
Good planning allows for less maintenance later.
Mr. Gishnock had these ideas for maintaining native
shrubs. Allow shrubs to grow to natural size. This will
limit pruning. The right plant needs to be selected for the
right spot. Prune if the plant needs it for renewal, health,
or structure. Plants with suckering growth habits don’t
make good accent plants. Add 3” of hardwood mulch
every other year to help keep weeds down. In times of
drought, water up to 3 year old plants.
These large shrubs are Mr. Gishnock’s favorites:
Aronia melenocarpa, Black chokeberry
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August Meeting Recap (cont’d)
Cornus sericea, Red-twig Dogwood

Diervilla lonicera, Honeysuckle

Corylus americana, American filbert

Hypericum kalmianum, St. Johnswort

Viburnum lentago, Nannyberry Viburnum

Spirea tomentosa, Meadowsweet Spirea

Viburnum trilobum, American cranberry bush

Symphoricarpos, albus Snowberry

These small shrubs were Mr. Gishnock’s favorites:
Ceanothus americanus, New Jersey Tea

Show Me / Help Me Recap

The Wild Ones Tree and Shrub Sale is taking place now,
and several of these species are available. Take advantage
of this opportunity to add to your landscape.

Lu Clifton, Chairperson

photos by Lu Clifton

trees, and shrubs. The first area we looked at was a newly
planted wildflower garden in a sunny location. The
Shavers planted a package of seeds purchased locally and
wanted help identifying which plants to save and which
to remove. Those attending pulled out representative
undesirable plants to be used for identification purposes.
The Shavers also want to replace plants in their entry
courtyard with natives; the area had been planted with
various hardwood and evergreen shrubs and under

Glenda and Craig Shaver invite volunteers
to their home

S

ixteen people attended our third and last Show Me /
Help Me day of the year, which was held August 25 in
the central Rockford area of our chapter. We began the
day at Glenda and Craig Shaver’s home on Montedera
Drive. The Shavers have lived on this property for 14
years and inherited a number of problem plantings,
The Shavers describe problems in shady backyard

The Shavers ask for suggestions for their front entry

planted with Euonymus. Suggestions included replacing
the groundcover with wild ginger, planting taller grasses,
such as prairie dropseed, or vines on a trellis on the
sunnier side, and filling in with natives appropriate for
sun and shade as appropriate. Alternate suggestions
included keeping select specimens, such as a hemlock
and Japanese maple, and interspersing natives in
between. Suggestions for their shady side yard included
removing existing buckthorn, retaining the evergreens,
and adding a leaf mulch to replenish the soil on the slope
and to control erosion. In the tiered backyard, the group
suggested replacing the ajuga and euonymus groundcover
with wild ginger and/or strawberry, and adding plants
in the tiers according to height, such as Solomon’s seal,
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Show Me / Help Me Recap (continued)
Jacobs ladder, woodland phlox, and columbine. The
last garden the Shavers showed us was on the street,
where leadplant they planted is thriving. Suggestions
for companion plants included coneflowers, black-eyed
Susan, and various species of goldenrod.

Ron Johnson describes problems he’s facing

Ron Johnson welcomes tour group

N

ext, we visited the Ron and Francys Johnson’s home
on E. Chickadee Trail where they have lived about
ten years. The main problem the Johnsons face is finding
an easier way to maintain their predominantly shady
wooded site, which has been under planted with vinca
groundcover. Like the Shavers, the Johnsons inherited
many undesirable trees, shrubs, and plants. Ron led the
tour, starting at the front where he has removed many
buckthorns along both sides of the driveway. He asked
for help identifying other trees to remove. Attendees
walked the area with Ron who used spray paint to
identify undesirable ones, e.g., more buckthorn and
mulberry. Desirable ones that needed to be saved were

also identified, e.g., the oak, shagbark hickory, black
cherry, and black and honey locust. Ron pointed out two
redbuds at the front entry, which were growing very close
to the house, and wanted to know whether to cut them
down or retain them. It was suggested that he try cutting
back the one near the front door to about 6 inches so see
if it would resprout; pruning was suggested for the other.
The side yard is the sunnier location on the Johnson’s
property and suggestions for it included removing the
vinca, ragweed and pokeweed and replanting with dry
prairie plants, e.g., lead plant and black-eyed Susan.
Ron asked for suggestions on a specimen tree to plant
in the corner of the backyard and a pagoda dogwood
was suggested or, alternately, transplanting one of the
redbuds that have come up from seed. The last spot
visited was along the
drive where the
Johnsons planted
big bluestem, which
is not thriving. The
heavily shaded site
was pointed out as the
main problem.

O

Ron Johnson and tour group identify problem trees

ur last visit
was at Midway
Village where Anne
Meyer showed us the
new Native Heritage
Garden on the
recreation path. She
provided a handout,
which explained how
the Daughters of the
American Revolution
(DAR) sent a message
to all chapters urging

Anne Meyer welcomes tour
group to Heritage Garden
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Show Me / Help Me Recap (continued)

Anne Meyer describes new site at Midway Village

them to become active in a conservation project in their
communities, such as planting a habitat. The regent of
the local DAR chapter, who was on the Midway Village
Board, and another member presented the idea to the
DAR chapter and the chapter elected to support such a
project. The present site was selected and goals included
having it serve as an educational as well as habitat
area. In time, a partnership was formed which included
Wild Ones, the University of Illinois Extension, the
Rockford Park District, and the owners of the property.
Ginnie Watson assisted Anne in preparing the site,
which involved supplementing the soil with manure

Tour Group enjoy refreshments furnished
by Anne Meyer

and compost. Ginnie has also been instrumental in
developing signage, which should be in place very soon.
Once prepared, volunteers set about planting a bur oak as
a specimen tree and transplanting woodland wildflowers,
but the dry, hot summer stopped the planting until
recently. The group hopes that all the partners and the
public benefit from the woodland, prairie, savanna,
and wetland plantings they hope to install; donations
of plants and mulch would be appreciated. Anne can
be reached at (815) 877-9109. We ended the tour with
lemonade and cookies provided by Anne.

2012 Chapter Programs and Events
August - Oct.

Native Shrub and Tree Sale
Orders taken during this time
See brochure for complete details

John Peterson
Native Tree & Shrub Sale
Coordinator

(815) 248-2110
tacmot@msn.com

Sept. 20
7:00 p.m.

How to Naturally Landscape and
Please Your Neighbors and Village
Officials—All at the Same Time

Bret Rappaport
Legal expert assisting
natural landscapers

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

Native Tree & Shrub Pickup
John Peterson
14037 Baker Rd
See brochure for complete details
Native Tree & Shrub Sale Coord. Durand, IL 61024
			
(815) 979-8539
October 12&13

October 18
7:00 p.m.

Photo Yard Tours		
A visual tour of native planting projects		

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

November 15
7:00 p.m.

Pot Luck and Seed Exchange		
Members only – all members welcome 		
with or without seeds. Bring a dish to share.

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

December

No Meeting-Happy Holidays!
Unless noted, programs are free and open to the public. Programs are subject to change.
Please contact Terry Mohaupt, at 815-399-8432 or mohaupt@comcast.net for more information.

ROCK RIVER VALLEY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
c/o Pambi Camacho
6680 HartwigDrive
Cherry Valley, IL 61016

Don’t become extinct!
If the expiration date on the mailing label is
9/1/2012, this is your last chapter newsletter and
you have received your last Wild Ones Journal
until you activate your membership
You may receive a renewal notice from both the
National organization and your chapter. Your
membership information will be updated quicker if
you renew through your chapter so you won’t miss
an issue of the chapter newsletter.
Mail your renewal to Marilyn Heneghan
P.O. Box 114, Roscoe, IL 61073

Wild Ones - Rock River Valley Chapter

Board of Directors and Chairs

President: Constance McCarthy 815-282-0316 (kublaikhan@mac.com)
Vice President: Deb Askelson 815 754.5673 (debaskelson@yahoo.com)
Program Chair: Terry Mohaupt 815-399.8432
(mohaupt@comcast.net)
Secretary: Shey Lowman 815-757-4456 (slowman@niu.edu)
Treasurer: Janet Giesen 815-899-6139 (janetgiesen@gmail.com)
Membership Chair: Marilyn Heneghan 815-389-7869
(informationoptions@att.net)
Newsletter Editor: Pambi Camacho 815-332-7637 (dkcamps@aol.com)
Plant Rescue Chair: John Peterson 815-979-8539 (tacmot@msn.com)
Librarian: Ginnie Watson (815) 398-0138 VSWatson47@aol.com
Merchandise Chair: Shey Lowman 815-757-4456 (slowman@niu.edu)

Show Me/Help Me Chair: Lu Clifton 815 248.3412
(Lclifton@mchsi.com)
Prairie Plant Sale Coordinator: Lenae Weichel 815-282-5482
(lenae@weichel.org)
Woodland Plant Sale Coordinator: Barbara Flores (815) 289.8602
(bafheartland@yahoo.com)
Youth Education & Grants Chair: Kim Lowman Vollmer 815-397-6044
(kimlowvol@aol.com)
Volunteer Coordinator:
Booth Coordinator, FREC representative: Tim Lewis (815) 874.3468
natives.tim@comcast.net

Regular meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm at the
Burpee Museum of Natural History, 737 North Main St., Rockford, IL
Special meetings, outings, and events are scheduled periodically and sometimes replace the regular meeting
time/place. Contact any officer to confirm information about our next meeting.
Wild ones Annual Membership: Family $37, Limited Income/Full-Time Student $20, Business $250
Entire membership contribution is tax deductible. Contact Membership Chair for additional information or to join.

815-627-0344 • Visit our Web site at www.WildOnesRRVC.org

Wild Ones Mission

Wild ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes promotes environmentally sound landscaping practices to preserve
biodiversity through the preservation, restorations and establishment of native plant communities. Wild Ones is a notfor-profit environmental education and advocacy organization.

