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From Seed to Flower: Growing
Your Own Native Plants
Thursday, June 21, 2012
Location:
		
Time:		

Burpee Museum of Natural History
737 N. Main St., Rockford IL
7:00 pm

Connie Ramthun is a Natural Landscaping Consultant who, since 1983, has owned
Kettle Moraine Natural Landscaping, which specializes in local ecotype seed mixes
for southeastern Wisconsin. She also is the Education Coordinator for The Gottfried
Prairie and Arboretum at UW-Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. Because of her passion for
native plant communities, she has a deep concern about ecological impacts from
invasive exotic species. She has provided consulting for the establishment of native
prairies and wildflower gardens for the past 25 years. You may find Connie on a
summer day, pulling knapweed from a prairie remnant, or educating people about
exotics. She invites you to learn about growing native plants, including seed collection,
cleaning and propagation. Examples will be shown of how seedlings are grown in
greenhouses, cold frames and garden settings.
Come at 6:30 p.m. to socialize before the 7:00 meeting, browse the merchandise
tables, or check out the library and Wild Ones information booths.
This program is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be provided.
For more information, please contact Terry Mohaupt at 815-399-8432
or e-mail: mohaupt@comcast.net.
Submitted by Terry Mohaupt, Program Coordinator.

MEMBER ORGANIZATION

Articles for the July 2012
newsletter, must be submitted
to the Newsletter Editor, at:
dkcamps@aol.com by
June 23, 2012 .

Dr. Phil Nixon,
University of
Illinois Extension
Entomologist,
presents “Good
Bugs Vs. Bad
Bugs, Invasive and
Beneficial Insects,”
May 17  at Nicholas
Conservatory and
Gardens to an
audience of 98.
photo by Tim Lewis
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Message from the President

Constance McCarthy

photos by Constance McCarthy

Spring in the Rearview Mirror
Most of my other outdoor and garden
related volunteer work starts ramping
up in the spring and hits high gear
during the summer months. But with
Wild Ones, we seem to go from the
slumber of winter straight into fullspeed-ahead mode.
Spring sees our busiest months, with
the chapter’s booth making several
appearances (Gardening for Food and
Fun, Earth Day, Atwood awards, Bird Fest, Gardener’s
Pathway) and board members giving presentations to
the public on natural landscaping (Tim Lewis and Deb
Askelson).
And of course there are the plant sales. Barbara Flores
and Lenae Weichel did fantastic jobs as chairs of the
woodland and prairie plant sales, respectively. Deciding
which plants should be offered, promoting the sales,
processing incoming orders, picking up the plants,
organizing them, and then lugging them to sell at various
other locations – it is a major undertaking, and I thank
both of them for making our chapter’s main fundraisers
such a bright spot for us.
Anne Meyer’s latest restoration project at Midway Village
has also been keeping many of our chapter members

Membership Update

Welcome New Members

98 attended the May Program.
Thank you to greeter Anita Johnson..

All of this has been happening alongside our monthly
educational programs, which require no shortage of
volunteers to run as smoothly as they do. In addition to
the legwork involved in organizing and scheduling the
speakers for each program, there are greeters; library
and refreshment helpers; photographers; note-takers and
recap writers; sound-meisters; merchandise sellers.
Indeed, none of this would be possible without our
volunteers. With no paid staff, our organization depends
on chapter members who step up to pitch in, even if
“only” for one short shift. More sincere thanks to Guy
Smith for juggling volunteer recruitment and his own
busy schedule. With multiple events in planning at any
one time, Guy did yeoman’s service in matching up
volunteers with open shifts.
My head is spinning from thinking of all that we have
accomplished, and summer is barely just getting started.
No rest for the weary!

Marilyn Heneghan, Membership Chair

170 memberships on June 1, 2012
Karen Retzke
Carla James
Tom & Chris Hartung

busy. There are various time slots each week when
volunteers work at the site, and new volunteers are
always welcome. The chapter donated some plants to this
project, and we look forward to hearing updates on how
this important work is progressing.

Note: It is preferred that renewal donations be
sent directly to the Chapter’s Membership
Chair, Marilyn Heneghan, rather than to the
national office. Processing goes quicker this way for
the chapter. Your expiration date is on your newsletter
and your Journal address label. Thank you.

“NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES”
Please notify Marilyn Heneghan at
informationoptions@att.net if you
change your email address.

Dues payments can be sent either directly to the National Office or to the Chapter Membership Chair, Marilyn Heneghan. Forty percent of the dues paid, regardless of the amount,
are shared with Rock River Valley Chapter. Members wishing to make donations specifically for the local chapter, should make a separate payment or so note on their membership application
under “Chapter Contribution” and mail to the Chapter Membership Chair. Dues payments, regardless of amount, are considered a donation and are tax deductible.
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Anne Meyer’s Native Heritage Gardens
Submitted by Virginia Watson
Midway Village and the
Park District have a hero, a
champion, someone to be
admired and emulated. In truth
so do we all.
Anne Meyer’s goal for 2012
was to cut back on some of
her projects, spend more time
with her family and just take
it easy. What stopped her?
Anne Meyer herself! The 2010
Atwood Award Winner just
felt compelled to put nature
first, yet again. This spring
her endeavors have taken her
to a wooded area beside the
recreation path belonging to
the Park District and managed
by Midway Village well behind
the Central Christian Lutheran
Church. Anne is working to
restore native plants to this
degraded area comprised,
in large part, of fill from the
digging of the foundation of the church many years ago.
Work started this spring as Anne and her hard working
crew, Nancy Holstrum, Bobbie Lambiotte, Dianna
Saavedra, Kay Puffet, Ginnie Watson, and a few others,
dug out invasive plants such as garlic mustard and weeds
as they planted natives which Anne herself dug up from
a friendly site. Anne’s concern here is two-fold: restore
natives to the degraded site and preserve the natives
from the friendly site belonging to her neighbor with an
unused wooded lot.
Though many natives have found a home there, many
more have just recently been donated by Wild Ones
to further the work of this energetic lady. As prairie
and savanna plants, they will find a home in the area
next to the woodland where a burr oak will be the
centerpiece. The ground designated for these forbs and
grasses is currently being solarized in preparation for
the installation of the natives after the aliens, weeds and
invasives have been killed.
As work continues, a maintenance path, which will also
serve as an observation path for viewers of the garden,
has been installed which winds through the garden.
Composted horse manure has been spread to enrich the
subsoil found at the site. Reed Canary Grass has been
identified and will be dealt with harshly. Canada thistle is

another strong foe which must be defeated before it takes
over. Much work lies ahead.
The organizations supporting Anne’s herculean efforts
include Wild Ones, Univ. of IL Extension Winnebago
Office, Rockford Park District, Midway Village, and
The Daughters of the American Revolution. The
D.A.R. is interested in nature and the environment
and is, “encouraging all of their chapters of about
170,000 women to become involved in conserving the
environment”, according to Anne.
Anne says her objectives for the Native Heritage
Garden are, “to provide close to the path identification
and information to walkers about the plants and their
contribution to wildlife habitat and conservation of water
in the larger 11 acre wetland recently seeded. We hope
to have input of ideas from all interested partners and
observers and welcome your help and donations of plants
and funds”.
These are mighty goals worthy of a champion and Anne
Meyer will doubtless achieve them…but, not alone.
Who will step up to help Anne and her crew with their
mission? We are all benefitting from this restoration
so…does that give you any ideas? We work Tuesday
mornings from 9-12 noon. If that time frame doesn’t fit
your schedule, contact Anne Meyer
(bellcowboy@aol.com) to find a more suitable time. If
you want to make a difference, come join us!
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May Meeting Recap
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by Lu Clifton

A good crowd attended
the jointly sponsored
presentation on May 17
given by Dr. Phil Nixon,
University of Illinois
Extension Entomologist.
Entitled “Good Bugs
Vs. Bad Bugs, Invasive
and Beneficial Insects,”
Nixon’s presentation
focused on problems
insects can cause in
the various ecosystems
they inhabit when
an imbalance occurs.
According to Nixon, humans are frequently the cause
of these imbalances. To illustrate this point, he said the
question he is asked most is Why are insects coming here
from Asia? His reply? Because we recently started doing
trade with those countries. Is this a problem this country
has never experienced before? Not according to Nixon.
Like invasive plants, invasive insects travel with people.
For the U.S., this started with our founding fathers that
primarily came from Europe. The next major influx of
invasive insects came from Africa. Why? The slave trade.
This latest influx started in the 1980s when we began to
trade seriously with Asia. Pallets made of green wood
used for shipping have live insects in them.

photo by Tim Lewis

curbing the problem include:
• Buying firewood where you’ll burn it
•	Asking your firewood dealer to carry local firewood
only
•	Looking for federal firewood certification stamp
when you buy firewood
This borer primarily attacks ash trees, including black
ash, green, ash, white ash, blue ash, and pumpkin
ash. The larva tunnels into the cambium, the nutritive
regenerative layer, which Nixon said can be compared
to stem cells in the human body. The borer emerges
between May and June normally, and the larva remains
in sapwood through the winter. Four to six years after
attacked, trees affected will show a thinning at the top.
Then, water sprouts will appear at the base of the tree,
the canopy thinning continues and, six to 8 years after
infected, the tree dies. Nixon said that 98 to 99% of trees
infected would die.
Nixon indicated that the only certain method to control
emerald ash borer is to remove the tree. He also said
trees no more than 15 miles from known infestations
can be preventatively treated. He cited the following
treatment methods:
Professional Preventative Treatment
•	Trunk inject emamectin benzoate as Arborjet TreeAge every third year
•	Soil inject imidacloprid (Merit) at high rate within
two feet of trunk annually
• Apply dinotefuran (Safari) onto trunk annually
•	Trunk inject imidacloprid at high rate annually

Trade is not the only way insects arrive, however;
others arrive by accident, and still others are brought
here intentionally to combat native insects causing
problems. Regardless of how they get here, these exotic
invasive pests attack native plants that have little natural
chemical and physical protection from them. They also
arrive without their natural control agents, which leads
to a “Pandora’s box” effect. According to Nixon, once the
insects have been let out, there is little hope of closing
that box again.

Homeowner Treatment Options

Dr. Nixon addressed several of the invasive insects
currently affecting our area of the country, including:

Homeowner imidacloprid sold as:

Emerald Ash Borer
This insect is a native of China and, according to Nixon,
its arrival here can be traced to a port in Detroit. From
there, it spread all directions, causing serious problems
in this state first in Chicago. From there, it has begun to
migrate, and its migrations can be traced to the interstate
highways. Nixon said it was identified in our area two
to three weeks ago. Not only are trucking companies
spreading the problem, but those who use firewood as
well. To prevent further spread, Nixon recommended
not moving firewood. Other preventative methods for

• High labeled rate of imidacloprid*(see Note below)
•	Remove mulch, sod, or other organic matter before
application
• Apply as a soil drench with two feet of the trunk
• Repeat annually
•	Bayer Advanced 12 Month Tree and Shrub Insect
Control
• Bonide Annual Tree and Shrub Insect Control
• Bonide Borer-Miner Killer with Systemaxx
• Ferti-lome Tree and Shrub Systemic
• Hi Yield Systemic Insect Granules
• Optrol
• Ortho Max Tree and Shrub Insect Control
Asian Longhorn Beetle
Although it is native to several Asian countries,
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May Meeting Recap (cont’d)
researchers believe the Asian Longhorn Beetle came here
from China in packing materials and crates. This beetle
emerges over most of the summer months. Similar to the
Emerald Ash Borer, the young larva is a cambium feeder.
The older larvae, which can be the size of an index
finger, tunnel deeply into the wood. Stressed trees show
signs of dieback, top down. In time, tunnels 3/8 to ½
inch in diameter weaken the tree, causing it to collapse.
Treatment includes removing, chipping and/or burning
the infested tree. Again, precautions with firewood
should be taken.
Larvae attack the following hardwood trees:
•
•
•
•
•

Boxelder
Norway, Red, Silver, and Sugar Maple
Horse chestnut
Willows
American Elm

Gypsy Moth
Gypsy moths feed as a group of caterpillars and cause
damage to trees top down, usually beginning in May.
In describing damage caused from these moths, Nixon
said outbreaks of three or more years would cause the
dieback of urban trees. However, forest trees that have
not been stripped of protective layers of leaf mulch are
not as likely to die as urban trees. Trees at high risk to
defoliation include:
Oaks
Poplars, Aspens
Willows
Crabapples, Apple
Hawthorns
Gray, River, Paper Birches
White Pine
Mountain Ash

Blue Spruce
American Beech
Basswood (Linden)
Serviceberry
Sweet Gum
Witch Hazel
Hazelnut

New control options include a fungus called
Entomophaga maimaiga. This fungus was developed
in Japan and recently attributed to the death of gypsy
moths in Ohio. Another insect introduced to control
the gypsy moth is the Caterpillar Hunter, Calosoma
sycophanta; however, Nixon also said there was concern
that this “cure” was having negative effects on silk moth
production.

For eggs to hatch and larvae to develop in the summer,
rainfall and irrigation must be about ten inches. To
reduce the problem, Nixon recommended reducing the
amount of water put on lawns, letting grass dry out in the
summer months. Reduced moisture in spring and fall is
less damaging to grubs. Natural enemies of the Japanese
beetle include native wasps (Tiphia) and the Brown
Marmorated Stink Bug.
Honey Bees and Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD)
According to Nixon, early colonist brought the honey bee
to this country, and today, it is highly valued as a plant
pollinator. He said that one-third of the human diet is
derived from insect-pollinated plants, and the honey bee
accounts for 80% of pollination.
Colony Collapse Disorder was identified about six years
ago. “This is a phenomenon in which worker bees from a
beehive abruptly disappear. While such disappearances
have occurred throughout history, the term colony
collapse disorder was first applied to a drastic rise in the
number of disappearances of Western honey bee colonies
in North American in late 2006.” (Wikipedia)
Nixon identified the following possible causes of CCD:
•	20% of all losses of honey-bee colonies are estimated
to involve some degree of pesticide exposure
•	Fungicides may interfere with microbes that break
down pollen in honey bee guts (which help digest
food)
•	Most current insecticides either kill the bee before
it gets back to the hive or cause no apparent effect,
depending on dose
•	Recent studies of neonicotinoids insecticides showed
that
n	honey bees subjected to sub-lethal doses tended
to not return to the hive (French research)
n	85% reduction in queen production when
exposed to sub-lethal doses (British
research)

Japanese Beetle

In addition to pesticides, fungicides,
and insecticides, bee parasites and
pathogens include the tracheal mite,
the varroa mite, microsporidian
(Nosema), and Israeli Acute
Paralysis Virus (IAPV).

This beetle was found first in New Jersey in 1916. It
usually emerges from the first of July to the middle of
August. The larvae feed on the roots of grass and can
cause dieback of turf. According to Nixon, chemically
treating lawns has little effect, as these beetles will migrate
in from neighboring areas up to several miles away.

For more information on insect
control, Nixon recommended the
book Pest Management for the
Home Landscape ($24.95), which
is produced by the University of
Illinois Extension Office.
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New Invasive Species Resources
eXtension has just released a new website on Invasive
Species which was put together by the Invasive Species
Community of Practice. In response to a nationwide
survey, volunteers responded that good images of
invasive species as well as information pages were needed
to educate others.
The website, http://www.extension.org/invasive_species
has lots of resources for folks to use. It is really a clearing
house of research-based information on invasive species.
Included on the website are:
- land-dwelling invasive species profiles
- aquatic invasive species profiles
- brochures, pamphlets, fact sheets, and field ID cards
- videos
-	a link to images from the Center for Invasive Species
and Ecosystem Health
- invasive species online webinars
- botanical glossaries
What is the best way to report the occurrence of an
invasive species?
Certain basic information requirements are common
to most invasive species reporting systems. Gather and
provide as much of the following information as you can:
-	Location of the invasive species. Provide GPS
coordinates if possible. If that is not possible, provide
an address, or describe the position relative to the
nearest crossroads or easily identifiable landmark.
-	Name of the invasive species. Include the common
name, and the scientific name if you know it. If the
invasive species is a pest, identify the host species
(for example, the type of tree on which you saw an
invasive insect).
- Date you saw the invasive species

A BIG Thank You to everyone who
ordered and picked up plants and
especially to those who volunteered
to help make the Native Prairie Plant
Sale a success!
Individual plants of select species are
still available for purchase. Please
contact Lenae Weichel at
lenae@weichel.org or 815-282-5482
for details.
Dick Gambrell helps organize flats of plants.
Photo by Lenae Weichel

Submitted by Constance McCarthy
- Your name and contact information
-	Photographs of the invasive species. Always take
pictures if you can do so without risk to yourself or
others.
How and where to report information
Because many kinds of invasive species exist, varied
reporting methods exist, too. Report infestations of
invasive plants to the Early Detection & Distribution
Mapping System (EDDMapS) at http://www.eddmaps.
org. Follow the step-by-step instructions for entering
information into the EDDMapS online form.
Report non-native aquatic species to the U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS) Nonindigenous Aquatic Species database.
You can submit a report electronically at http://nas.
er.usgs.gov/SightingReport.aspx, or by calling
(877) STOP-ANS. Examples of non-native aquatic species
sightings include seeing non-native fish while boating,
catching a non-native fish while fishing, or seeing nonnative mollusks or crustaceans while boating or fishing.
Report a pest or disease of a plant or animal to the
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/services/report_
pest_disease/report_pest_disease.shtml. Examples of
pests or diseases of plants or animals include a nonnative insect infestation in a field or garden; a disease
infecting a herd of animals; and a disease infecting crops.
Also, you can use this source to ask a question related to
animal and plant health or regulations.
If you have problems reporting invasive species to any
of the above groups, contact a University of Illinois
Extension educator at your county Extension office.
Reprinted with permission of University of Illinois
Extension.
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2012 Chapter Programs and Events
June 21
From Seed to Flower,
7:00 p.m.
Growing Your Own Native Plants
		
		

Connie Ramthun
Burpee Museum of
Natural Landscaping Consultant Natural History
Kettle Moraine Natural
Landscaping

July 19
Yard Tour/Evening Social 		
7:00 p.m.
Members Only		
			
			

Mary Anne and
Bruce Mathwich
720 N. Center St.
Rockton 61072

July 28
Show Me/Help Me
Lu Clifton
			

Information in the
July newsletter

August - Sept.

Native Shrub and Tree Sale
Orders taken during this time
See brochure for complete details

August 16
Native Shrubs
7:00 p.m.		
		

John Peterson
Native Tree & Shrub Sale
Coordinator

(815) 248-2110
tacmot@msn.com

Corrine Daniels
Principal Nursery Manager
AES Restoration Nurseries

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

September TBA Native Tree & Shrub Pickup
John Peterson
14037 Baker Rd
See brochure for complete details
Native Tree & Shrub Sale Coord. Durand, IL 61024
			
(815) 248-2110
Sept. 20
7:00 p.m.

How to Naturally Landscape and
Please Your Neighbors and Village
Officials—All at the Same Time

October 18
7:00 p.m.

Photo Yard Tours		
A visual tour of native planting projects		

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

November 15
7:00 p.m.

Pot Luck and Seed Exchange		
Members only – all members welcome 		
with or without seeds. Bring a dish to share.

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

December

No Meeting-Happy Holidays!

Bret Rappaport
Legal expert assisting
natural landscapers

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

Unless noted, programs are free and open to the public. Programs are subject to change.
Please contact Terry Mohaupt, at 815-399-8432 or mohaupt@comcast.net for more information.

ROCK RIVER VALLEY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
c/o Pambi Camacho
6680 HartwigDrive
Cherry Valley, IL 61016

Don’t become extinct!
If the expiration date on the mailing label is
6/1/2012, this is your last chapter newsletter and
you have received your last Wild Ones Journal
until you activate your membership
You may receive a renewal notice from both the
National organization and your chapter. Your
membership information will be updated quicker if
you renew through your chapter so you won’t miss
an issue of the chapter newsletter.
Mail your renewal to Marilyn Heneghan
P.O. Box 114, Roscoe, IL 61073

Wild Ones - Rock River Valley Chapter

Board of Directors and Chairs

President: Constance McCarthy 815-282-0316 (kublaikhan@mac.com)
Vice President: Deb Askelson 815 754.5673 (debaskelson@yahoo.com)
Program Chair: Terry Mohaupt 815-399.8432
(mohaupt@comcast.net)
Secretary: Shey Lowman 815-757-4456 (slowman@niu.edu)
Treasurer: Janet Giesen 815-899-6139 (janetgiesen@gmail.com)
Membership Chair: Marilyn Heneghan 815-389-7869
(informationoptions@att.net)
Newsletter Editor: Pambi Camacho 815-332-7637 (dkcamps@aol.com)
Plant Rescue Chair: John Peterson 815-248-2110 (tacmot@msn.com)
Librarian: Ginnie Watson (815) 398-0138 VSWatson47@aol.com
Merchandise Chair: Shey Lowman 815-757-4456 (slowman@niu.edu)

Show Me/Help Me Chair: Lu Clifton 815 248.3412
(Lclifton@mchsi.com)
Prairie Plant Sale Coordinator: Lenae Weichel 815-282-5482
(lenae@weichel.org)
Woodland Plant Sale Coordinator: Barbara Flores (815) 289.8602
(bafheartland@yahoo.com)
Youth Education & Grants Chair: Kim Lowman Vollmer 815-397-6044
(kimlowvol@aol.com)
Volunteer Coordinator:
Booth Coordinator, FREC representative: Tim Lewis (815) 874.3468
natives.tim@comcast.net

Regular meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm at the
Burpee Museum of Natural History, 737 North Main St., Rockford, IL
Special meetings, outings, and events are scheduled periodically and sometimes replace the regular meeting
time/place. Contact any officer to confirm information about our next meeting.
Wild ones Annual Membership: Family $37, Limited Income/Full-Time Student $20, Business $250
Entire membership contribution is tax deductible. Contact Membership Chair for additional information or to join.

815-627-0344 • Visit our Web site at www.WildOnesRRVC.org

Wild Ones Mission

Wild ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes promotes environmentally sound landscaping practices to preserve
biodiversity through the preservation, restorations and establishment of native plant communities. Wild Ones is a notfor-profit environmental education and advocacy organization.

