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As fall gets closer and closer, we think
about the various trees and shrubs we
want to add to our landscapes. All the
oak, hickory, maple and beech trees we
have been planting over the years are
growing tall and strong. The prairie,
savanna and woodland plants we have
been adding below and near these trees
are filling in to form a natural carpet
over the ground. We look all around us
and notice something is missing. There
is an awful lot of empty space between
the plants growing below and the
towering canopies of the trees above.
What do we do with this? Which small trees and shrubs will grow under or near our
tees? How will they affect the overall plant community?
Professor John Harrington of the University of Wisconsin, Madison will explore the
native shrubs and smaller trees that make up the midstory of our forests, prairies and
wetlands. The first part of the talk will cover the environmental conditions under
which our native plants grow, the challenges to successfully growing them in our yards,
and their use in design. A discussion on several native shrubs and small trees
emphasizing where they grow, how they grow, the services they provide, and possible
landscape uses will follow. The third part will be a discussion on what has been
covered through questions and the opportunity to share our experiences.

MEMBER ORGANIZATION

Articles for the September 2010
newsletter, must be submitted to
the Newsletter Editor, at:
dkcamps@aol.com by
August 23, 2010.

Join us on Thursday, August 19, 2010 at 7:00 PM at Burpee Museum of Natural
History, 737 N. Main St., Rockford, IL to learn about The Missing Link and what we
can add to our landscapes to fill in the transition area between the canopy and the
ground.
This program is free and open to the public.
For more information, please contact Kim Risley at (815) 962-4584.
Submitted by Kim Risley, V. Pres./Program Chair
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Message from the President

Constance McCarthy

Movin’ on Up

By now you should have received your national Wild
Ones journal. And if you read the message from Carol
Andrews, the outgoing national president, you've learned
that our own chapter's Tim Lewis will be the next
president of the national Wild Ones board.
Fear not! Tim is not leaving us (thank goodness). He will
continue serving our chapter in more than one capacity,
although I'm sure he would be happy to have help with
some of the chapter tasks on his plate. Currently, Tim
coordinates our chapter's display booth (at several green
events throughout the year, as well as at our monthly
meetings); represents our chapter at Four Rivers

Membership Update

Environmental Coalition meetings and events; and
updates our chapter's page on the national Wild Ones
website. You may have also seen him taking photos from
time to time at our monthly meetings and other chapter
events. If you'd like to help with any of these tasks,
please contact Tim or me, or speak to us at a monthly
meeting. If you'd like to share a task with another
chapter member, that would be fine, too.
Congratulations to Tim on this achievement. I know that
our national organization will benefit from his dedication
and expertise.

Marilyn Heneghan, Membership Chair

162 memberships on August 1, 2010
Welcome new member
Tracey Kast
Christie Mason

Special Thanks to Recent
Rock River Valley Chapter Donators
(any amount about the $30 basic dues)

Tracey Kast
John & Judi Peterson
John & Carol Gerrond
30 members attended the yard tour.

Note: It is preferred that renewal donations be
sent directly to the Chapter’s Membership
Chair, Marilyn Heneghan, rather than to the
national office. Processing goes quicker this way for
the chapter. Your expiration date is on your newsletter
and your Journal address label. Thank you.

“NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES”
Please notify Marilyn Heneghan at
informationoptions@att.net if you
change your email address.

Dues payments can be sent either directly to the National Office or to the Chapter Membership Chair, Marilyn Heneghan. Forty percent of the dues paid, regardless of the amount,
are shared with Rock River Valley Chapter. Members wishing to make donations specifically for the local chapter, should make a separate payment or so note on their membership application
under “Chapter Contribution” and mail to the Chapter Membership Chair. Dues payments, regardless of amount, are considered a donation and are tax deductible.

Feed the Hungry

Submitted by Kim Lowman Vollmer

If you have extra food in your garden this year you can donate your produce to feed

the hungry. Produce will help local pantries and shelters. Here are some drop off sites:
U of I Extension-Winnebago County
1925 S. Meridian Road, Mon-Fri, 9-4
Rock River Valley Pantry
1080 Short Elm Street, Mon-Fri, 8-3
Midas Automotive
1125 S. Alpine Road, Mon-Fri, 9-4
OSF St. Anthony Hospital
Roxbury Road, Tuesdays, July-Sept, 5-7 PM
Edgebrook Farmer's Market
Wed, July-Sept 10-noon
Hearth & Garden Gift Shop & Coffee House
427 N Center Street, Durand, IL, Thursdays, 1-3 PM
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2010 Wild Ones Native Tree and Shrub Sale

Just a reminder to let you know that the order form for
this year's native tree and shrub sale will be on the way
to you shortly. Orders will be accepted through Saturday,
September 4, with plant pick-up the following Friday,
Sept 10 (5pm-7pm) and Saturday, September 11(9am11am). The pickup location will at John and Judi
Peterson's home at 14037 Baker Road, Durand IL.
61024.
We are offering about 20 native species this year, which
includes some species that have been the best sellers
each year, as well as a couple species that have not been
available for the last couple of years. All the species that
we offer are native to Winnebago County and the

John Peterson, chair

surrounding counties, but if you are interested in a
different native species that Possibility Place Nursery
might offer, check out their web site at
www.possibilityplace.com and contact me for availability
and price.
As always, plant sales are not limited to Wild Ones
members, so please feel free to request extra copies of
the sale flyer to pass on to your friends and neighbors. If
you would like an electronic copy of the flyer to pass on,
please contact me at the email address below.
If you have any questions, contact John Peterson at 815248-2110 or email tacmot@msn.com.

Fall Master Naturalist Training
submitted by Kim Lowman Vollmer

The University of Illinois Extension-Winnebago County Master Naturalist Program is an
opportunity to learn about and discover how to positively impact our local environment.
The program combines classroom and field learning experiences.
• You will become knowledgeable about Northern Illinois' natural history ecosystems,
plant and animal communities and environmental issues
• Develop naturalist skills
• Learn to be an expert in the art of nature interpretation
• Learn about ways to education others.
Classes are Tuesday from 2-5:30, August 17th - October 19th. Contact Jackie de Batista
at 815-986-4357.
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Constance McCarthy

Lenae Weichel
and Kevin
Holdmann and
their daughter,
Neva

On the evening of July 15, 2010 the heat wave broke just
in time for our chapter's annual yard tour and social at
the home of Lenae Weichel and Kevin Holdmann, with
tour assistance also provided by the charming Neva. The
land was a dairy farm long ago, and the home is the
original farm house (with some additions).
Our first stop was the hill that slopes from the house
down to the river bank.
Soil from an excavation
project at their home was
spread on the hill to help
smother the grass. The
hill was then planted with
a mix of seeds and plants
from Wild Ones plant
sales. Initially, it seemed
that the black-eyed susans
were coming to dominate,
but this year the wild
bergamot abounds. There
is also a Native American
earth mound on the hill.
The large island in their
looping driveway is also
planted with many
natives. Some oak
seedlings are coming up,
likely from acorns

Photos by Tim Lewis

deposited by
squirrels. The
overall
appearance is a
well balanced mix
of forbs and
grasses. The apple
tree here is beset
with Japanese
beetles, which
strangely enough
generally avoid
the other apple
trees on the
property.

The solar panels
on the barn were
of much interest.
On a good day, the
dial on the electric
meter actually
spins backwards.
Their solar panel
system was wired to accommodate even more panels,
which Kevin and Lenae hope to add in the future.
Those of you who were at the DeKalb/Sycamore show
me/help me tour a few years ago might recall seeing
Lenae's solar pathfinder, which she demonstrated at the
home of Karen Matz. Lenae used the same instrument to
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(Cont’d)
find the best
location for her
raised vegetable
beds, which were
built three years
ago.
And what would a
yard tour and
social be without
some delicious
snacks prepared
by our chapter
members? As the
sunlight faded
away, a good time
was had by all,
noshing and
chatting on the
patio.

Some of the 30 members that attended the Yard Tour and Social

Robert 'Bob'
Lindvall and John
Peterson at the
July 15 Yard Tour
and Social
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Kids and Native Plantings
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Kim Lowman Vollmer

I am so pleased with all that our chapter does, but most of
all I am thrilled with how it supports our youth, which I
believe is the key to our future. It is important to inspire
and educate children about nature as they are the ones that
hold our future in their hands. Inspiring children to relate,
enjoy and love nature comes in many forms. Our chapter
has supported many native plantings this year and last.

A Boy Scout's Eagle project was to plant native plants
around the sign of his school - Prairie Hill Elementary
School in South Beloit, IL. The area is approximately 30' X
60' and has medium to short, sun loving plants. There are
over twenty different species of forbs and grasses. What a
show place to have native plants, right out in front of the
school for all to see!
Girl Scout Troop
319 established
a native plant
butterfly garden
at their school Willowbrook
Middle School
in South Beloit,
IL, which is a
LEED certified school. This garden can also be viewed from full
length windows in the library. So you can read a book and view
the native plants full of butterflies and other life. It is
surrounded by a cute picket fence and has a bird bath and path.
Keith Country
Day School
continues to
expand their
woodland area
near the
school, under
the direction of
their science
teacher, Wild
Ones' member

Mary Anne Mathwich. She incorporates this project into
her curriculum during the regular school year and during
their summer school program. The site includes rescued
plants and purchases ones from our spring sale. Stumps for
benches are includes in the area for kids to sit on while
working on projects or resting and enjoying.
Under Anne Meyers direction, Midway
Village continues to develop more natural
areas and the plants have been donated
by our chapter and Anne. The areas
include woodland, wetlands and prairie.
You will find the native plants along the
walking path and around the pond near
the museum. Anne is always looking for
new volunteers.
The four-year-olds to eighteen-year-olds at Spectrum
School, in Rock ford, IL, are also reaping the benefits of our
chapter. They have planted some native prairie and
woodland plants at their school, which was organized by
the school's Green Team, under the directions of Lenae
Weichel, a Wild Ones' member. This garden is along the
north side of the school and will be utilized as an outdoor
classroom and can be seen by the public along the street as
they walk or drive by. In the fall they also plan to add native
shrubs and trees to the school from our sale.
Anita Johnson is a Wild Ones' member and retired teacher
from Ledgewood School and has the oldest prairie in our
list. She continues to teach and work with the students
during the summer and school year, utilizing the prairie.
She adds plants and works to maintain this beautiful site,
with the students. She even gets the fire department to
burn it!
Marcia Johnson was one of the first to earn the Master
Naturalist Certification, through the program that was
offered earlier this year by Boone County. She is now
working to restore an oak savanna and we are supporting
her on that wonderful endeavor. The oak is the national tree.
Wild Ones is an environmental education organization and
by supporting these projects we are following Wild Ones'
mission statement. WE want to help children learn about
their natural world, and native plantings are a great venue
as they provide so many educational opportunities and
doorways for our young people. We hope that they will
understand and appreciate the importance of native plants
and the importance of taking care of our environment.
If you have an interest in a project like these, want to do a
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Kids and Native Plantings (cont’d)
native planting of some kind on a public place, now is the
time to start thinking about it for next year. If you need
some information or support, please contact me, Kim
Lowman Vollmer, the Youth Education and Grant Chair of

Kim Lowman Vollmer

our chapter: kimlowvol@aol.com or 815-397-6044. You
can also look at information on the national Wild Ones
website and learn about the Seeds for Education Grants
http://www.for-wild.org/seededuc.html.

2010 Chapter Programs and Events
Date/Time Program

Speaker

Location

John Peterson
Native Tree & Shrub
Sale Coordinator

14037 Baker Rd
Durand, IL 61024

Aug.-Sept.

Native Shrub and Tree Sale
Orders taken during this time
See brochure for complete details

August 19
7:00 PM

The Missing Link The Transition from
Professor John Harrington Burpee Museum of
Canopy to Ground: The Ecology, Culture University of WI - Madison
Natural History
and Use of Shrubs and Small Trees

Sept 10 & 11

Native Tree & Shrub Pickup
See brochure for complete detail

John Peterson
Native Tree & Shrub Sale Coord.

Sept. 16
7:00 p.m.

Reptiles & Amphibians
in Our Backyards

Lisa Johnson

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

October 21
7:00 p.m.

Pruning Native Trees & Shrubs

John Richards
Arborist and Owner of
Tree Care Enterprises

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

November 18
7:00 p.m.

Pot Luck and Seed Exchange
All Members only welcome with or without seeds
Bring a dish to share.

December

No Meeting-Happy Holidays!

Burpee Museum of
Natural History

Unless noted, programs are free and open to the public. Programs are subject to change.
Please contact Kim Risley (815) 962-4584 for more information.7:00-9:00 PM

This is the year of biodiversity and the Four Rivers Environmental
Coalition will not have a “big” event such as the bio blitz this year,
but will have some Nature Jaunts over the summer.
Jarrett Prairie Center
7993 N. River Rd; Byron IL.
Thursday, August 26 at 6 pm.
Sponsoring Organization: Byron Forest
Preserve District. Visitors will have a program
on insects led by Richie Wolf. Nets will be
taken to the prairie and the underside of logs
will be explored. There will be an attempt to
identify any insects found there.
Contact: Richie Wolf at 815-234-8535 x217.
Welty Environmental Center
8606 County Road H, Beloit, WI.
Thursday, September 9 at 5:30 pm.
Sponsoring Organization: Welty Environmental
Center. Nature hike the trails and enjoy
whatever comes along. Contact Lena Verkuilen
at 608-361-1377.

Atwood Environmental Center
2685 New Milford School Road; Rockford Il
Saturday, September 18 at 1 pm
Sponsoring Organization: Rockford Park
District.Explore the Kishwaukee River. We’ll
catch invertebrates and look for migrating
birds. Contact Katie Townsend at
815-874-7576.
For more information on Nature Jaunts
contact Lucas Bradley at
lucasbradley@rockfordparkdistrict.org or call
815 874 7576

ROCK RIVER VALLEY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER
c/o Pambi Camacho
6680 Hartwig Drive
Cherry Valley, IL 61016

Don’t become extinct!
If the expiration date on the mailing label is
8/1/2010, this is your last chapter newsletter and
you have received your last Wild Ones Journal
until you activate your membership
You may receive a renewal notice from both the
National organization and your chapter. Your
membership information will be updated quicker if
you renew through your chapter so you won’t miss
an issue of the chapter newsletter.
Mail your renewal to Marilyn Heneghan
P.O. Box 114, Roscoe, IL 61073

Wild Ones - Rock River Valley Chapter

Board of Directors and Chairs

President: Constance McCarthy 815-282-0316 (kublaikhan@mac.com) Youth Education & Grants Chair: Kim Lowman Vollmer 815-397-6044
(kimlowvol@aol.com)
Vice President: Kim Risley 815-962-4584 (rip-cord01@comcast.net)
Secretary: Shey Lowman 815-757-4456 (slowman@niu.edu)

Librarian: Ginnie Watson (815) 398.0138 VSWatson47@aol.com

Treasurer: Janet Giesen 815-899-6139 (giesen@niu.edu)

Volunteer Coordinator: Ed Kletecka (815) 389.0120
fiero2@charter.net

Membership Chair: Marilyn Heneghan 815-389-7869
(informationoptions@att.net)
Newsletter Editor: Pambi Camacho 815-332-7637 (dkcamps@aol.com)

Booth Coordinator, FREC representative: Tim Lewis (815) 874.3468
natives.tim@comcast.net

Plant Rescue Chair: John Peterson 815-248-2110 (tacmot@msn.com)

Refreshments Coordinator: Bev Crittenden (815) 964.8252
bevcrit@aol.com

Show Me/Help Me Chair: Lenae Weichel 815-282-5482
(lenae@weichel.org)

Merchandise Chair: Shey Lowman 815-757-4456 (slowman@niu.edu)

Regular meetings are held the third Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm at the
Burpee Museum of Natural History, 737 North Main St., Rockford, IL

Special meetings, outings, and events are scheduled periodically and sometimes replace the regular
meeting time/place. Contact any officer to confirm information about our next meeting.
Wild ones Annual Membership: Family $30, Limited Income/Full-Time Student $20, Business $200
Entire membership contribution is tax deductible. Contact Membership Chair for additional information or to join.

Visit our Web site at www.for-wild.org/chapters.html

Wild Ones Mission

Wild ones: Native Plants, Natural Landscapes promotes environmentally sound landscaping practices to
preserve biodiversity through the preservation, restorations and establishment of native plant communities.
Wild Ones is a not-for-profit environmental education and advocacy organization.

