Enders Greenhouse was established in 1912 by Anne's
grandfather. Thirty years ago, Anne started selling native
plants which she dug up from her own yard. Now she
propagates and sells over 300 native species!
There are several reasons why a person would collect
seeds. One is to have your own source for local genotypes.
Collecting seed is a way to obtain a plant you can't get
otherwise. Sometimes the best way to change a plant's
location is to collect seed and sow it in the desired spot.
Planting and caring for seed often produces better
germination than Mother Nature.
Seed collecting is an all-spring, summer, and fall
procedure. To gather seed from early spring ephemerals,
mark the plant when it is in bloom. Watch carefully to
determine when the seed is ripe. The seed capsule will
swell, darken, and be a little dry. Seeds taken too soon
might be too moist and become moldy.
Some plants produce exploding seed capsules. To
capture seed before it pops — carefully tie a nylon
stocking over the seed head just prior to its ripening.
Be aware of plants that produce fruit (Jack-in-thePulpit, Blue Cohosh, Solomon's Seal). This type of seed
germinates fresh, so don't let it dry out. Gather the seed
in a plastic bag. If you can't plant it immediately, keep it
moist with damp sphagnum moss.
Many seeds need to be gathered and dried. Collect and
store these seeds in a paper bag. Let them dry, or they
will mold. If you collect a lot and want to reduce the bulk,
sift the seed through a screen. It is handy to have screens
of varying sizes of mesh in order to accommodate different
seed diameters. 'WildOnes RRV Chapter has screen sets
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for sale. Anne deals with
sharp seedheads by doing
"The Coneflower Stomp."
Store dry seed in a
refrigerator. Leave it there
until you are ready to
plant. Changes
in
temperature can be very
d a m a g i n g to the seed.
Every
seed
has
something to keep it from germinating. Try to imitate
nature. If the seed falls in the spring but waits to germinate
until next year, it needs stratification. If the seed falls and
germinates right away, it doesn't need to be stratified.
Some seed needs to be rubbed with sandpaper to wear
down the hard seed coat (scarification). New Jersey Tea
can be soaked in hot water to expand and crack the seed
coat. Gibberellic acid treatment can be used to facilitate
easier g e r m i n a t i o n .
Generally speaking, smaller seeds require light before
germination can take place. It is not like planting peas in
your garden. You need to learn w h i c h seeds can be
"buried", and which ones have to be sown on top of the
soil in order to grow.
The greenhouse will be open one more growing season,
but Anne will still be propagating plants at her home. She
invites the challenge of working with new species of
native plants. If there is a worthy plant that you would
like her to try to propagate for you, or if you know a
source for local genotype seed, please let her know.

These are Anne's favorite resource books on propagation:
Seed Germination Theory and Practice^ Norman C. Deno
Penn State, 139 Lenor Drive, State College, PA 16801
Growing and Propagating Wild flowers, Harry R. Phillips
U n i v e r s i t y of North Carolina
Directory of Resources on Wildflowers* National Council
of State Garden Clubs, Missouri Botanical Garden
Prairie Propagation Handbook. 6th edition 1981
Harold Rock, Naturalist, Wehr Nature Center
W h i t n a l l Park, Milwaukee County Department of Parks
Prairie Moon Catalog, Alan Wade, (507)452-1362
Route 3 Box 163, Winona, MN 55987-9515

Other suggested references:
The Prairie Garden, J Robert Smith, Beatrice Smith
The U n i v e r s i t y of Wisconsin Press
Growing Woodland Plants. Clarence and Eleanor Birdseye
Oxford University Press
Pioneering With Wildflowew. Sen. George Aiken
Genesee Press, Inc., Rochester, NY
Hedge ma ids and Fairy Candles. Jack Sanders
Ragged Mountain Press, Camden, ME
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